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meeting place hie could not change his mind and induce the
President to reverse himself also. On June 15, he handed
to Cassini a memorandum in which he said that he had
received from Japan a statement of its intention to clothe
its plenipotentiaries with full powers to negotiate and con-
clude a peace, and suggested that Eussia do the same. This
he showed to Takahira and explained to him that he had
withdrawn it later from Cassini on receipt of a message
from Eussia saying that its plenipotentiaries would have
full powers since that was the meaning of the title.

No sooner was this question settled than, on June 16,
1905, came a message from Ambassador Meyer to the ef-
fect that Lamsdorff had informed him that Eussia pre-
ferred The Hague for the place of meeting. On the same
date this bit of "inspired" news was sent by the Asso-
ciated Press from St. Petersburg:

"The question of the place of meeting of the Eussian
and Japanese representatives has been re-opened and there
is a possibility that The Hague instead of Washington may
be selected. After the announcement that Washington had
been selected Eussia expressed a desire to have the selec-
tion reconsidered and exchanges to that end are now pro-
ceeding between Foreign Minister Lamsdorff and Ambassa-
dor Meyer and Washington. Eussia's preference for The
Hague is based on the obvious advantages that it is en-
tirely neutralized, the capital of a small state and the site
of the arbitration court and also by consideration of time."

The President's handling of this situation was thorough-
ly Eooseveltian, and resembles that which he used with the
Kaiser in the Venezuela incident of 1902. In reply to
Meyer's message he sent the following:

June 16, 1905.

"You will please immediately inform Count Lamsdorff
that I was handed by Ambassador Cassini a cable from him
dated June thirteenth, which ran as follows: 'As regards
the place of the proposed meeting its choice is of only sec-
ondary importance since the plenipotentiaries of both Eus-